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From the Office of the Mayor:                

Tom Anderson 

July 2016 

 

Volume 4,  Issue 7 

City of  Shady Cove 
INSIDER 

City of Shady Cove          
  “and a river runs through it!” 

22451 Highway 62 
P.O. Box 1210 
Shady Cove, Oregon  97539 

Phone:  541-878-2225 
Fax:  541-878-2226 
 

We’re on the Web! 
www.shadycove.net   

FINANCE 

The City ended fiscal year 2015-2016 exactly as budgeted.  Resources in every 

fund exceeded budget and expenses were below budget.  The City enters the fiscal 

year 2016-2017 in a solid financial position. 

Preparation for the fiscal year 2015-2016 audit is already underway. 

Both of the foregoing reflect dramatic improvement over fiscal year 2012-2013.  

The City’s staff continue to perform in an exceptional manner. 

One project in two separate locations are underway.  Surveys are complete and engineering is nearing       

completion.  The intent is to complete the project before winter. 

The first is the installation of a catch basin on the west side of Kinworthy, south of Hudspeth.  From that 

point a series of catch basins and both pipe and open trench will be installed to and empty into the drainage 

on the north side of Cleveland between Kelly Court and Terrace Place.  The route is through both public and 

private property for which easements are being secured. 

The second calls for the installation of a detention pond west of the school track and north of Schoolhouse 

Lane.  From the pond, west of the school track, continuing north to just short of Cleveland then east to the 

school bus turnaround, an open ditch will be dug.  It is actually a wide swale to accommodate a high volume 

of water, yet designed to allow mowing on a riding mower.  At the school bus turnaround, new pipes will be 

installed across Cleveland and empty into the drainage on the north side of Cleveland. 

Both of the foregoing are included in the City’s Master Storm Drainage Plan developed in 1998. 

PUBLIC WORKS PERSONNEL 

Hi, my name is Spencer McMahan and I am the new City 

of Shady Cove Public Works employee.  In my previous 

employment I have worked for ODF, as a Wildland Fire 

Fighter, as well  as Rainey’s Feed and Hardware. 

I consider myself a hard working individual and take pride 

in everything I do.   

In my spare time I enjoy the outdoors including; hunting, 

fishing and shooting.  Later this fall, I will be getting   

married to my high school sweetheart.   

I look forward to getting to know the City of Shady Cove, 

and working for a great community. 

DRAINAGE 

http://www.shadycove.net
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STREETS 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JULY  7, 2016 

Three of the City’s gravel streets have been selected for improvement this year.  They are:  Park Drive, Castaline 

Place and Maple Street.  The improvements include proper base and grading, two coats of chip seal and one coat 

of fog seal. 

The street failure on Kinworthy will be repaired once the new storm drainage in that area is complete.  The drain 

pipe crossing under the street at the point of the failure will be removed. 

As a result of extensive “alligatoring” Cleveland Street is in dire need of preservation.  Following installation of 

the new storm drain street crossing Cleveland Street at the school bus turnaround, the street will undergo an   

application of a slurry similar to an application of chip seal.  

As reported last month, the Council had before it a Resolution committing to transfer $100,000 from the Sewer 

Operations Fund to the Sewer Capital Replacement Fund in each of the next ten fiscal years.  That Resolution 

was unanimously approved. 

Short a major disaster, the transfer of $100,000 each year will provide sufficient funds to replace or repair all   

capital equipment identified in the study performed by Civil West Engineering as well as RVSS input.  Those  

replacements or repairs can be accomplished without an increase in the basic monthly sewer usage fee of $46.00 

during that 10 year period. 

A Resolution authorizing the City Administrator to execute an intergovernmental agreement with Jackson    

County to provide law enforcement services was unanimously approved.  The agreement is for the current fiscal 

year.  It provides for 3 fully equipped and supervised Deputies at a cost of $428,531. 

The Council unanimously concurred with the recommendation that the restriction on the hours of operation for 

marijuana dispensers be removed.  Thus, no retail business will have their operating hours restricted by the City.  

The Council  asked the City Administrator to prepare an Ordinance amendment reflecting this change for a first 

reading at their next meeting. 

The next item was a continuation of the discussion regarding marijuana grows.  Specifically, would marijuana 

growth be permitted outdoors, and if so, with what, if any, restrictions. 

Three relevant letters were read under Written Communications.  The Council chambers were overflowing with 

citizens interested/concerned about the issue.  The discussion was again very lively.  Public input was taken until 

there was no more.  Generally, including the three letters and the folks in attendance, the positions were evenly 

divided.  About half wanted zero outdoor growth, while the other half wanted outdoor growth and most of those 

were comfortable with restrictions.  

Following public input, each member of the Council was asked to express their position on the subject.  Two 

were adamantly opposed to outdoor growth, while the other three were willing to permit outdoor growth with 

restrictions.  No votes were taken, but a poll taken to confirm each member’s position.  The foregoing was    

confirmed.  The City Administrator was asked to prepare an Ordinance dealing with the outdoor growth of    

marijuana, with restrictions, for a first reading at the Council’s next meeting.   

A formal vote on the proposed Ordinance will be delayed until August 18th.  That is the next date when all 

members will be present.  The matter is sufficiently contentious that it was deemed appropriate to allow all  
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members to have a recorded vote on the issue. 

A final discussion took place concerning the pressing need to add a second Maintenance Technician and means 

of payment.  

When a study was originally undertaken in February, it was believed that the basic monthly sewer usage fee ($46.) 

could be reduced and that reduction could be converted to a “street” fee.  As noted last month in the INSIDER, 

professional estimates of the cost to properly maintain the capital components of the waste water treatment    

facility is far in excess of that which the City anticipated.  Nearly doubling the annual allocation to $100,000 for 

repair and replacement insures that the plant will be well maintained, but precludes a reduction in the basic 

monthly sewer usage fee. 

The need for a second Maintenance Technician is compelled by two factors.  The first is safety.  An employee 

working alone with light to heavy equipment, often in construction zones or traffic, sometimes in the air, is not a 

smart approach.  For comparison, the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) requires 3 people 

present when working in a manhole.  One in the manhole and two on the surface above the manhole.             

Fortunately the City has contracted with RVSS for all manhole work. 

The second factor is work volume.  A second person will allow for better care for public property including park, 

drainage and streets.  Equally important it will provide an additional person to respond to citizen complaints or 

requests for help when the City experiences adverse conditions due to snow, icy roads and high water, etc. 

Using the same criteria used for the implementation of the public safety fee, the study calculated revenue         

generated to employ and properly equip an additional Maintenance Technician.  Three monthly amounts, per 

address, were calculated.  Three dollars wouldn’t generate sufficient funds.  Three and one half dollars would   

allow for the City to commence the program, but run short in the near term.  Four dollars would allow for the 

implementation of the plan and virtually preclude the necessity of an increase during the ensuing 10 years. 

Implementation of an additional fee, regardless of amount, is not taken lightly by the City Council.  Several    

considerations have been evaluated: 

1. The Public Safety Fee was implemented in 2007 at a $15.00 per month and has never been increased. 

2. Monthly sewer usage fees were increased one dollar a month for the years of 2008, 2009 and 2011.  

This was for the sole purpose of building a sewer capital replacement fund to avoid what the City          

experienced in the period 1997 to 2005.  That was the time frame during which the City had to repair 

and expand the entire   facility including the collection system.  The cost was $7,000,000 +.  The City 

had zero replacement reserve so the sewer usage fees increased from $25.00 per month to $43.00 per 

month to cover that expense.  As noted above, sufficient funds are being set aside for capital            

replacement requirements and we anticipate no increase in the monthly usage fee for at least the next 

10 years. 

3. During the last 2 1/2 years the City has reduced or eliminated several miscellaneous fees. 

4. The loan to construct the wastewater treatment system, repaid through property tax, will be paid in full 

in 2020.  Thereafter taxation for that purpose will no longer appear on each property tax statement. 

5. Two years ago the City implemented a plan whereby all gravel or dirt streets would be improved with a 

solid chip and fog seal surface.  The plan is projected to be complete by 2021.  All work is being     

completed through the use of the City’s share of gasoline tax and System Development Charges.  This 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JULY 7, 2016                                                     … Continued 
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program provides  a better road surface and precludes the annual expense for gravel, grading and 

dust control chemicals.  The program is in effect for the forgoing only and does not diminish the 

Street Standards implemented in the late 1990s.  Improvement to the paved streets and new streets 

will be expected to meet those standards. 

6. During the last 2 1/2 years the Council has authorized storm drainage construction as set forth in the 

City’s 1998 Master Storm Drainage Plan.  Initial construction is in the North West quadrant of the 

City as that is where most severe drainage problems have occurred.   This work is being completed 

through System Development Charges and a very small piece of the City’s share of gasoline tax. 

NOTE:  The City’s System Development Charges were professionally recalculated over a year ago.  In an     

attempt to be competitive with surrounding cities, the Council chose to implement fees dramatically lower than 

authorized and significantly lower than those previously charged.  The upshot is over 10 new building starts 

since the new fees were implemented.  That is  compared to 1 or 2 each of the previous several years.   

For those of you who might be concerned with the impact on the waste water system with the above noted 

growth in less than 1 1/2 years, don’t be.  The systems expansion, completed in 2005, was designed to         

accommodate growth at 3.5% per year for 20 years.  The City’s growth has been less than 10% total for the 11 

year period 2005 through 2015. 

Before proceeding, the Council did agree that a town hall meeting would be prudent following a direct mailing 

to all addressees explaining the details. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JULY 7 2016                                                     … Continued 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JULY 21, 2016 

 

Free Breakfast and Lunch             

Available anywhere in          

Jackson County for  children 

up to the age of 18. 

The City Council held a first reading of two Ordinances related to marijuana.  The first is an amendment to an 

existing Ordinance removing limitations on vendors operating hours.  The second reading will take place at the 

August 4th Council meeting. 

The second is a new Ordinance dealing with outdoor growth with limitations.  The second reading will not take 

place until August 18th.  Copies of the proposed Ordinance are available at City Hall. 
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 U p c o m in g  E v e n t s  

 

August 20th 

Music in the Park 

Aunt Caroline’s Park 

6:00 PM—8:00 PM 

August 26th 

Dinner & the Old Time Fiddlers 

Upper Rogue Community Center 

6:00PM 

For ticket info:  541-878-2702 

 

August 27th-28th 

8th Annual Tie Days 

Shady Kate’s Boutique 

9:00 AM—400PM 

For info:  541-821-2120 

 

August 30th 

Neighborhood Watch Meeting 

City Hall Council Chambers  

6:00PM 

September 5th 

Labor Day 

City Hall—CLOSED 

 

September 17th  

Music in the Park 

Aunt Caroline’s Park 

6:00PM– 8:00PM 

 

 

  

  

 August 20th: 

  ANDREST PERFORMANCE 

 

 September 17th: 

  TBA 

 

 

A U N T  C A R O L I N E ’ S  P A R K  

6 : 0 0 P M — 8 : 0 0 P M    

Join us for Music in the Park on the 3rd         

Saturday of each month.  Grab a chair, spread 

out a blanket, and enjoy the outdoors at Aunt 

Caroline’s Park. 


