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Section B.  POPULATION ELEMENT 
 
Shady Cove was incorporated as a city in 1972; however, it existed as a timber industry 
related community for decades prior to that.  After two decades of steady but modest 
growth, the city grew 70.8 percent in the 1990s.  However, since the year 2000, population 
growth has slowed to a level comparable to decades prior to the 1990s. 
Prior to the 1990s individual household water supplies were adequate.  With the expansion 
of the Urban Growth Boundary farther west and into steeper areas, water supplies have 
dwindled with reliance on shared or community wells increasing.   
Beginning with the 1990s, development was less dense and homes were being built on 
larger parcels of land as wealthier people came to Shady Cove to live. 
 
Table B-1. Historical Population Growth Trends 

Year Population Population Increase Population Change 
 Shady 

Cove 
Jackson 
County 

Shady 
Cove 

Jackson 
County 

Shady 
Cove 

Jackson 
County 

1980 1,097      
1990 1,351 146,389 254  23.2%  
2000 2,307 181,269 956 34,880 70.8% 23.8% 
2010 2,904 203,206 597 21,937 25.9% 12.1% 
Source: U.S. Census data. 

Population by age group indicates that the most significant increases in population occur in 
older age groups for both Shady Cove and Jackson County.  The aging population has 
resulted as more retirees are attracted to the area. 
Beginning in 2008, Shady Cove, as much as the rest of the county, saw a downturn in the 
housing market. 
 
Table B-2. Population by Age Category 

Age 
Category 

Population 
Shady Cove Jackson County 

1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010 
Under 5 85 137 125 9,758 10,880 11,972 

5-14 226 295 264 26,947 25,318 24,357 
15-19 36 114 159 5,776 10,826 13,249 
20-24 43 90 122 6,599 12,966 12,176 
25-44 345 515 501 43,897 46,260 46,566 
45-64 342 642 959 29,700 46,260 46,566 
65+ 274 514 774 23,712 28,991 35,834 

TOTAL 1,351 2,307 2,904 146,389 181,269 203,206 
Source: U.S. Census data. 
 
Although data indicates a higher growth in population over 45 years of age, the increase is 
significantly higher in Shady Cove than in Jackson County as a whole. 
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Table B-3. Percent Population by Age Category 

Age 
Category 

Percentage of Population Change in Percent 

Shady Cove Jackson County Shady Cove Jackson 
County 

1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 
Under 5 6.3% 5.9% 4.3% 6.7% 6.0% 5.9% -0.4% -1.6% -0.7% -0.1% 

5-14 16.7% 12.8% 9.1% 18.4% 14.0% 12.0% -3.9% -3.7% -4.4% -2.0% 

15-19 2.7% 4.9% 5.5% 3.9% 6.0% 6.5% 2.3% 0.5% 2.0% 0.5% 

20-24 3.2% 3.9% 4.2% 4.5% 7.2% 6.0% 0.7% 0.3% 2.6% -1.2% 

25-44 25.5% 22.3% 17.3% 30.0% 25.5% 22.9% -3.2% -5.1% -4.5% -2.6% 

45-64 25.3% 27.8% 33.0% 20.3% 25.4% 29.1% 2.5% 5.2% 5.1% 3.7% 

65+ 20.3% 22.3% 26.7% 16.2% 16.0% 17.6% 2.0% 4.4% -0.2% 1.6% 
Source: U.S. Census data. 

 
Table B-4.  Age and Sex of Population of Shady Cove 

Subject 

Shady Cove city, Oregon 

Total Male Female 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

Total population 2,893   1,326 45.8 1,567 54.2 

AGE       

Under 5 years 75 2.6 38 1.3 107 3.7 

5 to 9 years 116 4.0 43 1.5 176 6.1 

10 to 14 years 153 5.1 153 5.3 142 4.9 

15 to 19 years 52 1.8 49 1.7 52 1.8 

20 to 24 years 49 1.7 41 1.4 55 1.9 

25 to 29 years 43 1.5 41 1.4 43 1.5 

30 to 34 years 145 5.0 119 4.1 165 5.7 

35 to 39 years 107 3.7 87 3.0 124 4.3 

40 to 44 years 269 9.3 292 10.1 249 8.6 

45 to 49 years 237 8.2 234 8.1 237 8.2 

50 to 54 years 359 12.4 460 15.9 272 9.4 

55 to 59 years 454 15.7 414 14.3 486 16.8 

60 to 64 years 113 3.9 98 3.4 127 4.4 

65 to 69 years 153 5.3 226 7.8 93 3.2 



	  

	   B-‐3	  

Subject 

Shady Cove city, Oregon 

Total Male Female 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

Estimated 
number 

Percent 
of Total 

70 to 74 years 188 6.5 119 4.1 246 8.5 

75 to 79 years 188 6.5 208 7.2 171 5.9 

80 to 84 years 101 3.5 119 4.1 87 3.0 

85 years and 
over 104 3.6 150 5.2 64 2.2 

Median age (years) 53.5  53.9  52.6  

Sex ratio (males 
per 100 females) 84.6      

Source: 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 

 
The demographics of Shady Cove are 95.8% white, 3.2% Native American and 1.0% of 
two or more races. 
Shady Cove is composed of 29% native Oregonians, 40% native to the West (but not 
Oregon), 12% native to the South, 11.8% native to the Midwest, 4% native to the 
Northeastern United States, and 3.2% were born outside the United States. 
Comparisons of the census data since 1980 indicate a decrease in household size that is 
not consistent with Jackson County and a significantly higher decrease compared to the 
State of Oregon.  The trend in household size in Shady Cove reflects the increase in the 
age of its population and the influx of retirees to the area. 
Families are not as attracted to Shady Cove as the retirees.  Job opportunities have 
tended to remain in the Medford metropolitan area.  Commuting costs have increased with 
the price of fuel, and no public transportation serves Shady Cove. 
 
 
Table B-5. Persons Per Household 

Year Shady Cove Jackson County Oregon 
1980 2.48 2.60 2.66 

1990 2.38 2.50 2.52 

2000 2.33 2.48 2.51 

2009 2.20   

2010 2.15 2.84 2.47 
Source: U.S. Census data. 

The decrease in household size further emphasizes the increased older and retiree 
population of Shady Cove.  A lack of job opportunities in Shady Cove also dampers 
household sizes. 
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Table B-6.  Current Household Size 
 Estimated number 

of households 
Percent of total 

households 
Total 1,348  

Family households 896 66.5 
2-person household 605 44.9 
3-person household 172 12.8 
4-person household 48 3.6 
5-person household 71 5.3 

Nonfamily households 452 33.5 
1-person household 313 23.2 
2-person household 115 8.5 
3-person household 24 1.8 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey data. 
 
The number of households in Shady Cove grew from about 1,200 in 2005 to an estimated 
1,348 in 2012.1 
 
The number of households in Shady Cove represents approximately 1.2% of the total 
households in Jackson County.2 
 
Table B-7. Shady Cove Household Types 

Household Types 2000 Percentage 
of Total 

2010 Percentage 
of Total 

Difference 
between decades 

Married Couples 558 56.4% 813 60.3% 3.9% 

Single Parent 131 13.2% 83 6.2% -7.1% 

Single Person 232 23.5% 313 23.2% -0.2% 

Other 68 6.9% 139 10.3% 3.4% 

TOTAL 989  1,348   
Source: U.S. Census data and 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 
 
Table B-8.  Shady Cove Population Under 18 Years of Age 
 Estimated 

Number 
Percentage 

of Total 
Total in households 379  

Under 3 years old 41 10.8 
3 and 4 years old 34 9.0 
5 years old 43 11.3 
6 to 8 years old 62 16.4 
9 to 11 years old 91 24.0 
12 to 14 years old 66 17.4 
15 to 17 years old 42 11.1 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data	  and	  American	  FactFinder	  2005-‐2009	  data.	  
2	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
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The population of children (under 18 years old) in Shady Cove is comprised of 274 
(72.3%) in married couple households, 47 (12.4%) in households headed by a male with 
no wife present, and 58 (15.3%) in households headed by a female with no husband 
present.3 
 
It is estimated that 12.8% of the Shady Cove population is enrolled in some level of 
education.4  For the population ages 3 through 17, 96.3% are enrolled in school.5   
 
The highest level of education attained for the population 25 years and older is in the 
following table. 
 
Table B-9. Education Attained for Shady Cove Population 25 Years and Over. 

Highest Schooling Level Estimated 
Number 

Percent 
of Total 

Total 2,457   
No schooling completed 5 0.2 
8th grade 29 1.2 
9th grade 60 2.4 
10th grade 15 0.6 
11th grade 172 7.0 
12th grade, no diploma 58 2.4 
Regular high school diploma 58 23.1 
GED 124 5.0 
Some college, less than 1 year 178 7.2 
Some college, 1 or more years, no degree 641 26.1 
Associate’s degree 241 9.8 
Bachelor’s degree 183 7.5 
Master’s degree 184 7.5 
phD degree 0 0 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 
 
 
  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
4	  Ibid.	  
5	  Ibid.	  
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Table B-10.  Marital Status for the Population of Shady Cove 15 Years and Over. 
 Estimated 

Number 
Percent 
of Total 

Total population 2,556  
Male: 1,219 47.7 

Never married 112 4.4 
Now married 826 32.3 

Married, spouse present 807 31.6 
Married, spouse absent (separated) 19 0.7 

Widowed 99 3.9 
Divorced 182 7.1 

Female: 1,337 52.3 
Never married 103 4.0 
Now married 931 36.4 

Married, spouse present 812 31.8 
Married, spouse absent (separated) 119 4.7 
Married, spouse absent (other) 15 0.6 

Widowed 129 5.0 
Divorced 174 6.8 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 
 
 
Veterans compose 23.6 percent of the population of Shady Cove.  The following table 
gives a breakdown of the military service of the veteran population. 
 
Table B-11.  Military Service for Civilian Veterans in Shady Cove. 

Military Service Estimated 
number 

Percent of Total 
Veterans 

Gulf War 52 8.8 
Gulf War and Vietnam War 18 3.0 
Vietnam War 251 42.4 
Korean War 80 13.5 
Korean War and World War II 25 4.2 
World War II 98 16.6 
Served period between Vietnam 
War and Gulf War 53 9.0 

Served period between Korean 
War and Vietnam War 15 2.5 

TOTAL 592  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 

 
 
EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME 
While Shady Cove is dominated by retired residents, about 50% of the population is 
considered in the labor force. 
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Table B-12.  The Shady Cove Population 16 Years in Labor Force, Employed and Unemployed. 

 Percent In 
Labor Force 

Percent 
Employed 

Percent 
Unemployed 

Age Range    
16-19 years 29.4 29.4 0 
20-24 years 39.6 2.1 94.7 
25-44 years 72.8 48.2 33.7 
45-54 years 76.1 65.2 14.4 
55-64 years 54.7 38.3 30.0 
65-74 years 12.3 12.3 0 
75 years and over 10.2 10.2 0 

Total 50.4 38.1 24.4 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 
 

The median income of households in Shady Cove in 2009 was $33,182.  Fifty-seven 
percent of the households received earnings and 36% received retirement income other 
than Social Security.6  In the period of 2005 to 2009 16% of the population of Shady Cove 
was living below the poverty level.  In 2012 this increased to 17.4% of the population of 
Shady Cove living below the poverty level.  This is compared to 19.7% of the population of 
Jackson County below the poverty level.  Those at the poverty level to 149% of the poverty 
level are 20.9% of the population of Shady Cove.  And 61.6% of the Shady Cove 
population is at or above 150% above the poverty level.7   
The estimated median household income is $40,013 for households below the poverty 
level in Jackson County.8 
In the United States, Oregon ranked 36th for Americans living at or below the poverty 
level.9 
 
Table B-13.  Poverty Level for Households in Oregon. 

 Income per Year 
1 person household $5,860 
2-person household $7,469 
3-person household $9,142 
4-person household $11,746 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) data. 
 
In 2012 19.1% of the total Shady Cove population was without health insurance.  About 
15% of the population of Shady Cove under 18 years of age were without health 
insurance; 27.8% of the population 18 to 64 years of age were without health insurance.10   
In 2012 14.4% of the population of Shady Cove 18 years and older were employed 
working full time year round but without health insurance; 29.6% worked part time year 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
6	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2009	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
7	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
8	  Institute	  of	  Portland	  Metropolitan	  Studies,	  2012	  data	  (http://mkn.research.pdx.edu).	  
9	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2011	  Small	  Area	  Income	  and	  Poverty	  Estimates	  (SAIPE).	  
10	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  American	  FactFinder,	  2012	  data.	  
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round and were without health insurance, and 17.3% did not work and were without health 
insurance.11 
In 2012 there were 24.4% of the Shady Cove households receiving food stamps/SNAP 
cards.  There were 15.1% of households receiving food stamps/SNAP cards and their 
income was below the poverty level; and 9.3% of households received food stamps/SNAP 
cards with their income at or above the poverty level.  There were 5.6% of Shady Cove 
households with income below the poverty level but not receiving food stamps/SNAP 
cards.12 
In 2012, 40.7% of Shady Cove households received Social Security income.  This is down 
from the 2005 to 2009 period when 57% of the Shady Cove households received Social 
Security.13  There were 3.6% of the Shady Cove households receiving Supplemental 
Security Income benefits.14 
 
Table B-14.  Shady Cove Population with a Disability. 

Age of Population 

Male 
Population 

with a 
Disability 

Percent of 
Total 

Population 

Female 
Population 

with a 
Disability 

Percent of 
Total 

Population 
Totals 

Less than 5 years old 0 0 0 0 0 
5 to 17 years 7 0.24 0 0 7 
18 to 34 years 29 1.0 29 1.0 58 
35 to 64 years 184 6.4 170 5.9 354 
65 to 74 years 78 2.7 19 0.7 97 
75 years and older 136 4.7 105 3.6 241 
Totals 434 15.0 323 11.1 757 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey data. 
 
In 2012, 7.3% of the Shady Cove population had independent living difficulties; 1.6% had 
self- care difficulties; 9.8% had cognitive difficulties; and 13.0% of the population had 
ambulatory difficulties.15  
 
Population Projections 

Until 2013, counties in Oregon bore the responsibility of allocating countywide population 
projections provided by the State Office of Economic Analysis among the cities and rural 
areas.  The Oregon state legislature now requires the Portland State University (PSU) 
Population Research Center to produce projections.  County and city projections are to be 
updated every four years.  Year one of the cycle will include county projections and one 
third of the city projections will be developed each of the next three years.  Table B-6 
includes projections coordinated by Jackson County in 2007.  PSU will provide subsequent 
updates.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
11	  Ibid.	  
12	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
13	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2009	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
14	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.	  
15	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2012	  American	  Community	  Survey	  (ACS)	  data.;	  U.S.	  Census	  Bureau,	  2000	  and	  2010	  Censuses;	  Forecast	  
by	  Population	  Research	  Center	  (PRC)	  at	  Portland	  State	  University	  
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Table B-15. County-Adopted Population Projections for Shady Cove. 

Year Projected 
Population 

Percent 
Growth 

Percent of 
County 

Population 
1990 1,351  1.30 

2000 2,528 70.76 1.38 

2005 2,645 14.65 1.49 

2010 3,050 9.79 1.64 

2014 2,920 ----- ----- 

2015 3,168 9.44 1.5 

2035 (estimated) 4,343 5.51 1.7 

2065 (estimated) 6,105 2.58 2.0 
Source: Jackson County, Oregon and Portland State University. 


